Increasing awareness of the impact of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) makes this new edition a timely addition to the literature in the field. The editors have aimed to provide a broad reference for those who wish to explore both the scientific background and clinical aspects of the disease to a greater depth than can be found in the various national and international guidelines recently introduced. To this end several new chapters have been added to the previous edition, covering a range of important themes including genetics, inflammation, exercise, health status and surgical treatment options. The text is geared toward the general respiratory clinician, with many of the leading experts in the field contributing to present up-to-date information summarizing current published work and at times highlighting areas ripe for further research. The book is thorough and well organized, with early chapters outlining the definition of the disease (and acknowledging the difficulties in doing so) and describing its aetiology and pathophysiology. This logically leads on to chapters covering the clinical manifestations and various treatment modalities. While the editors acknowledge that the book cannot hope to be fully comprehensive given the nature of the disease, it does provide an extensive review of the subject, although additional sections covering nonsmoking-related COPD and palliative care would have been welcomed.
The chapters are generally well written, thorough but concise, and refreshingly there is little repetition despite the complex relationships between the underlying airway inflammation, physiology and clinical presentation of the disease. At times the subheadings are somewhat idiosyncratic and the book would have benefited from a more universally applied approach to the layout of the chapters, since not all concluded with a clear summary of the key evidence discussed. There are occasional minor inconsistencies, particularly in the clinical recommendations: for example, it is suggested that the identification of patients with a large spirometric response after oral corticosteroids is useful practically and may be associated with a more favourable prognosis and yet oral corticosteroid trials are advocated as 'only worthwhile in patients with atypical features.' Such discrepancies probably reflect the degree of controversy that exists in one or two areas, and which perhaps should have been more clearly acknowledged.
Overall this is an excellent reference text providing a detailed up-to-date review on most aspects of COPD, covering the whole spectrum from basic science to practical clinical management. As such the book is likely to be of interest both to the practising clinician and the researcher and would be an extremely useful edition to the library of any unit involved in the assessment and management of respiratory patients. In an era of accessible on-line journals and evidencebased guidelines, do we really need a 520 page tome on the diagnosis and management of pleural disease? Initially I was sceptical about this, but in the end was convinced that we did and that much of what I needed to know could be found within the covers of this authoritative multi-author textbook. The assembled contributors are strictly A list, with about half of the 43 chapters written by North American experts and the majority of the rest from Europe and Australia. I am unaware of any other book on the topic that gathers so much basic science and clinical information in a single work.
The first third of the book deals with the nonclinical background. Starting with some surprisingly digestible structural and physiological observations, the mechanisms of pleural inflammation, fibrosis and reactions to dusts and fibres are then considered. A meticulous chapter on the role of cytokine growth factors in pleural disease contains an overgenerous 311 references and prompts irreverent thoughts of shooting the 10.1191/1479972304cciG4xx cl~Andd2004
